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nchoring articles are 
some of my favourite 
pieces of boating con-
tent, not just in these 

pages, but in online forums and 
discussions as well. Very few top-
ics are as dividing as anchoring gear 
and techniques. Everyone and their 
mother has an opinion and the ex-

questions.
No matter how many times you’ve 

set the anchor, a lingering doubt 
can remain. Is the hook truly set? 
Unless you’re anchored in 2.5 me-
tres of warm, crystal blue water in 
French Polynesia or the Caribbean 
(where you can snorkel down and 
check exactly how your anchor is 
positioned) you almost certainly 
can’t see your anchor once it’s down. 
Assuming you keep the right gear in 
good shape, the only way to know 
the anchor is doing its job is from 
the hard jerk you feel when you 
back down to set it. Some might call 
it blind faith, but of course there’s 
more to it than that.

number of people I saw who simply 

out some rode, maybe ran a stern 
line, maybe not, and settled in for 
cockpit hour. On a calm night, in a 
protected anchorage, that will prob-

up you are putting your own boat 
and those around you at risk. Talk 

this approach is that it might work 
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ost people have heard 
the joke about the two 
types of boaters. It goes 

two types of boaters out there, those 
who have run aground and those who 
will.” As far as jokes go, it’s pretty ac-
curate. Most boaters I know have hit 
some under water “thing” at some 
point in their lives. I won’t go so far 
as to call it a rite of passage (it really 
should be avoided at all cost) but I 
will say that once you do it, you sure 
try not to do it again.

But those aren’t the only two types 
of boaters out there. A recent cruise 
aboard a friend’s 30-foot sailboat got 
me thinking about this. My friend is the 
fastidious, cautious type. Our plan was 

at the pub, a night on the dock and pas-
tries at Telegraph Harbour Marina the 
next morning before returning home. 
Every detail was meticulously planned 
well in advance. My friend relies on 
multiple apps for wind, tide and weath-
er information and utilises multiple 

-
mon type of boater and there is nothing 
at all wrong with that approach.

On the other hand, there is the spon-
-

other type of boater who I run into 
regularly (metaphorically speaking). 
As we loaded the boat and engaged in 

-
bour stopped by for a chat. “Ol’ Jim” 
we call him. He’s a regular down at the 
dock. He keeps his sailboat in working 
condition and certainly takes pride in 

M
her, but polishing and varnishing are 
frivolous extravagances, and if looked 
at askance, his boat has something of a 
pirate ship appearance to it.

A free spirit like Jim doesn’t need 
planning or preparation, so when 

-
tis Island later that morning he said, 

fuel tank and I’ll be ready to go.” My 
friend looked up from his checklist and 
cocked his eye at me. When it was time 
to go, I asked Jim if he wanted a hand 
leaving the dock. “No, no,” he said. “I 

know a shortcut.” 
Jim motored out of the dock and had 

his sails up in short order. We quickly 
-

cut” was already part of the plan and 
we followed him through easily. He ar-
rived at the marina a few minutes ahead 

boat with lines in hand, only slightly 
bumping the dock as he came to rest. 
We ate an early supper with Jim and af-
terward he untied and motored home. 
“You aren’t going to spend the night?” 
we asked. “Oh, no. I want to catch the 
sunset on my way home.”

I’d like to think I fall somewhere in 
between these two types. I do plan my 
trips in advance using Windy, Navion-
ics and a chart plotter. I want every-
thing to go smoothly, but I am open to 
changing plans according to wind and 
whim. 

Neither type is right or wrong, but 
I would suggest that one type is more 
likely to avoid running aground, at least 
for a little longer.

—Sam Burkhart
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enough times to give you the con-

correctly, until the one time your 
-

practice proper techniques.
On page 32, trusted PY  contribu-

tor, Rick Hudson discusses those 
techniques. While his conclusions 
are sound and I recommend every-
one read the article, there remains 
some debate about an all-chain rode 
vs a combination of chain and rope. 
An alternative theory was put for-
ward in a past issue of -
ing by author Michael Robertson. In 
that article, “Reconsider the Rode,” 
which is now available online at 

concluded that the best way to en-

the anchor shank parallel with the 
seabed is not with an all-chain rode, 
but with more scope. Robertson’s 
conclusion is proven by his research, 
but in many of our tight coastal an-
chorages, more scope simply isn’t an 

chain is called for. Just how much 
chain to use remains open to debate. 

more questions. 
Speaking of questions, we’d love 

to hear about your anchoring tech-
niques. What size boat do you have, 
how much chain do you carry and 
what kind of anchor do you use? Do 
you deploy 3:1 scope or 7:1? Happy 
anchoring! —Sam Burkhart
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A rugged commuter with o�shore con�dence
Protector 310 Targa

O N  B O A R D P O W E R

Dolf Vermuelen
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W
With his hand on the throttles, Matt Kirk-Buss, 
founder of Loki Boats and the Canadian dealer for 
Protector Boats, drove us at 30 knots into a 20-knot 
westerly and three-foot chop in the Strait of Geor-
gia outside of Gibsons. While the ride was certainly 
bumpy, the all-weather Protector 310 Targa RIB 

did need some attention—easing back slightly when 
we met the occasional larger wave—but overall, the 
boat felt composed. We started out at 20 knots leav-
ing the protection of Shoal Channel, yet surprisingly 
30 knots turned out to be more comfortable. On the 
beam the boat obviously rolled but in a controlled 

-
tation tubes. Downwind, the boat surfed cleanly 
with only occasional throttle adjustments required. 
No matter the direction, the Protector handled the 
conditions with assurance, never once feeling out of 
control. As we headed back toward sheltered waters, 

bracing myself against the weather.
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Compact but com-
fortable, the Targa 

310 is a rugged 
and capable 

coastal commuter.
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BACKGROUND 

built in New Zealand by Rayglass, 
a company established in 1985 and 
now owned by the massive Bruns-
wick Corp. Rayglass is recognized as 
a leading designer and manufacturer 

powerboats and has accumulated 
more than 80 industry awards. Pro-
tectors are marketed as go-anywhere, 
all-weather vessels and are especially 
popular with demanding commer-
cial users such as the New Zealand 

-
der of choice for nearly every team in 
the 37th America’s Cup in Barcelona 

boats for chase duties, media, course 
marshaling and support. Today, the 
lineup includes four open “Chase” 
and four cabin “Targa” models rang-
ing from 25 feet (7.5 metres) to 41 
feet (12.5 metres).

LAYOUT AND CONSTRUCTION

hull approximately three-quarters 

topped by a compact, three-sided 
pilothouse. Below is a simple walk-
through cabin with twin bunks 

-
ted with twin 300-horsepower 
Mercury Verado V8 outboards. 
 
ON DECK
Boarding is simple: Step across the 
Hypalon collars and into the cock-
pit (or from the water via the fold-

are divided into seven independent 

duty rub rail and rescue lines along 

bars and a central tow bar. Just for-
ward of the transom sits two remov-
able bench seats with shallow storage 

beneath. An optional galley module 
can be installed forward of the seats. 
Self-bailing scuppers will assure the 
cockpit drains quickly.

A large plexiglass window/door 

cabin provides access to the fore-

seats, a Lewmar windlass with chain 
counter and an under-bow CQR 
anchor system with controls at the 

has self-bailing scuppers. I particu-
larly liked the way the cam latches 
lock the thick plexiglass into a 
sturdy aluminum frame, leaving the 
hatch both watertight and rugged. 

LOOKING TO RENT, CHARTER OR 
TAKE BOATING LESSONS?
The 

SCAN TO VISIT OUR 
MEMBER DIRECTORY

cleaning, while the removable cabin 
carpet is another smart feature. Nu-
merous well-placed handrails ensure 
safe passage throughout the boat in 
all conditions.

HELM  

riding bolster seats facing a molded 
console dominated by a 16-inch 
Simrad (a Brunswick company) 
chart plotter, paired with a Simrad 
24-inch Halo radar and Blue Seas 
electrical components (another 
Brunswick brand). Overhead are 
the Fusion stereo, Simrad VHF with 
AIS and the anchor chain coun-
ter. Engine controls are hydraulic 
and supported by a Sleipner bow 
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thruster. Flanking the plotter are 
rocker switches, while above sits 
a bank of analog instruments that 

steel wheel includes a spinner knob 
for easy, one-handed manoeuvring. 

bench seats, while overhead a manu-
al skylight combined with the sliding 
side windows should allow for ample 
ventilation. One drawback I noted is 
the absence of a windshield defroster, 
which could be an issue in cold or 

CABIN

nearly seven feet long, with stor-
age beneath the cushions and the 

boat through its paces. Despite the 
chop, the Protector felt tight and 
rattle-free at speed, a clear sign of 
strong construction. Once in the 
lee of Keats Island—where taking 
accurate notes became possible—
we began performance testing. 
At a displacement speed of eight 
knots (2,000 rpm) the boat sipped 
fuel at just six gph (24 Lph). It 
climbed onto plane at 14 knots in 
under three seconds with almost no 
bow rise, an excellent design trait. 
At a slow planing cruise of 13.5 
knots (2,600 rpm), fuel burn was 
nine gph (34 Lph). At a fast cruise 
of 24.5 knots (3,500 rpm), con-
sumption increased to 18 gph (56 
Lph). At 35 knots (4,500 rpm), we 

provides easy access to the foredeck, 
though it’s also possible to walk 
forward along the tubes. I appreci-
ated that all the boat’s systems and 
components are easily accessible 
for servicing, without needing to 
dismantle sections of the interior. 

construction feels exceptionally 
solid. Owners can even customize 

colours and power packages.

UNDERWAY
A sea trial is always best when there’s 
some weather and we certainly had 
that—ideal conditions to put the 

Dolf Vermuelen
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burned 26.5 gph (100 Lph). Wide-
open throttle produced 5,900 rpm, 
52 knots and 47.5 gph (180 Lph). 
Even at top speed, fuel economy 
stayed better than one mile per 
gallon—impressive numbers for a 

 
-

tive and tight, and the boat leaned 
smoothly into hard turns without 
the props losing grip. Our turning 
radius was only two boat lengths. 

and quick to accelerate. If I had to 
nitpick, the standard helm seats 
could be upgraded—Shockwave 
units, for instance, would be more 

the supplied seats were adequate for 
the conditions we encountered.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

leave many boats struggling, which 
is exactly what it’s designed to do. 
While it has found favour among 
commercial operators, government 
agencies and America’s Cup teams, 

used as a fast commuter—50 knots 
will get you across the Strait of Geor-
gia very quickly. It isn’t purpose-built 

high-speed cruiser for coast hopping, 
resort visits or short overnight trips, 
it makes a compelling case. With the 
optional galley module, the standard 
head and twin berths, weekend over-
nights are easily manageable. Price as 
tested: $470,000. 

SPE CS

LOA:  9 m / 31'
LWL:  7.7 m / 25' 3'

Beam 
Weight (light):  3,000 kg / 6,613 lbs 

Fuel:   495 L / 130 USG
Water (optional):  70 L / 20 USG

Holding:   38 L / 10 USG
Power:  Up to 900 hp

Built by
Rayglass (a Brunswick Company)

New Zealand
rayglass.co.nz

Sold in Canada by
Protector Boats Canada

Vancouver
604-908-6590

Sold in US, West Coast 
Williams Group Marine
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